a  We  must  not  water  down  anti-fascism  via 
“papular  front”  politics  until  it  becomes 
nothing  more  than  a  defense  of  liberal 
capitalism.  The  victories  of  2017  have 
afforded  us  a  brief  opening  to  catch 
our  breath  and  reaffirm  the  profoundly 
radical  nature  of  our  struggle  for 
collective  liberation.” 
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Introduction 

The  perilous  politics  of  militant  anti-fascism 
defined  2017  for  the  anarchist  movement  in  the 
United  States.  The  story  in  the  Bay  Area  mirrors 
that  of  the  country  at  large.  It's  a  narrative  full 
of  tragedies,  setbacks,  and  repression,  ultimately 
concluding  with  a  fragile  victory.  Yet  there  was  no 
guarantee  it  would  turn  out  this  way:  only  a  few 
months  ago,  it  seemed  likely  we  would  be  starting 
2018  amid  the  nightmare  of  a  rapidly  metastasizing 
fascist  street  movement.  What  can  anti-fascists 
around  the  world  learn  from  what  happened  in 
Berkeley?  To  answer  this  question,  we  have  to  back 
up  and  tell  the  story  in  full. 


a  Participants  had  cut  their  teeth  in  various 
rebellions  and  movements  in  the  Bay  Area 
overthe  preceding  decade,  including  Occupy 
Oakland  and  Black  Lives  Matter.  They  saw 
antifa  as  a  form  of  community  self-defense 
against  the  violent  reaction  to  those 
struggles  for  collective  liberation.” 


((  We  can’t  go  into  these  liberal  areas  and 
essentially  repeat  what  happened  with 
Unite  the  Right.” 


He  was  replaced  by  Elliott  Kline,  who  was  then  replaced  at  the  end 
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e  two  men  at  the  California  Republican  Party’s  2017  convennon  m  tne 

at  week,  Chapman  found  himself  in  yet  another  messy  public  split 


Make  Total  Decomposition 


tt  The  alliances  being  formed  through  public 
activism  had  brought  together  a  range  of 
fascist  tendencies,  some  more  interested 
in  defending  violent  misogyny  or  building 
an  ultra-libertarian  capitalist  future  than 
promoting  white  power.” 


((  It  was  becoming  clear  that  their  movement 
was  imploding  and  the  real  obstacle  to  their 
rally  was  the  potential  of  an  embarrassingly 
low  turnout.” 


The  Alt-Right  Strikes  Back 


((  Every  crypto-fascist  wingnut,  weekend  militia 
member,  millennial  alt-right  internet  troll, 
alt-lite  hipster,  civic  nationalist,  and  proud 
neo-Nazi  from  up  and  down  the  West  Coast 
wanted  to  attend.” 


The  Turning  Point 


